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SERMON. 


RevsLATION . 17. 18. 


4 when I ſow him, 1 fall at his ers as ea 
And be laid his right hand upon me, ſayin 1 
unto me, Fear not; I am the firſt and the 
WE ek 
Jam be that lrveth, and was dead; and behold, 
I am alive for evermore, Amen: and have 
the heys of bell and of death. = 


7 T HE paſſage of holy ſcripture, which I 1 

have choſen for our preſent conſidera- 

tion, teaches us, that the prophetic Apoſtle, 

ſeeing our Lord and Saviour in a viſion, fell 
at his feet as dead: an effect to be expected 
from ſuch a preſence, from ſo auguſt a ſpec- 
tacle. We then receive the moſt pathetic 
and ſublime deſcription of the univerſal 
B 2 Redeemer, 


E 
Redeemer, of his divine humility, power, 
and goodneſs. For he is repreſented as laying 
his right hand on the proſtrated Apoſtle; as 
ſaying unto him, fear not; and, as aſſerting, 
that he was the firſt and the laſt, that he 
was once alive, and was dead, but was now 
alive again, and for evermore. By the fol- 
lowing term, Amen, ſo be it, man ſeems | 
admoniſhed to rejoice in the preceding in- 
formation, as he well may, fince our Lord 
adds this declaration, that he had the hogs of 
hell and death. 


The original expreſſion, tranſlated by the 


term hell, imports not the ſtate of. future 


puniſhment which ſucceeds to the day of 
judgment, but the place of unembodied Wo” 
during their exiſtence before "8 BL: 

Now whether we dread e bs 
death, or view this event as the means of 
tranſporting us into ſome future ſtate. of un- 
imaginable and awful conditions, we muſt 
rejoice to learn, to learn from our Lord him- 
elf, that He is the firſt and the laſt, and that 
He, who is our Saviour and Mediator, and 
6 our greateſt benefactor, Poſſeſſes the 
wor 8 bell and death. 


nts, 


fn. 
Chriſtianity, as an act of divine grace, or 
as a revelation of the divine will, enables and 


inſtructs us to triumph over the grave. Not 
to think of death is unnatural, is folly, is the 
very madneſs of levity: as Chriſtians we may 


provide againſt all its worſt evils, we may defy 
it, we may rejoice in it. 
When we think what death is, a to 


what it may lead, it is ſurpriſing, it is alarm 


ingly aſtoniſhing, that the thoughts of this 


event are not the moſt frequent thoughts of 
man :—you would ſuppoſe that they would be 
as inſeparable from his mind, and be ſo inter- 
woven with every other ſubject of his atten- 
tion, as at leaſt to have ſuch a kind of alliance 


Vith it as the light has with every object be- 


held by it. Things ſeen with this aſſociating 
| idea of death, would be ſeen according to the 
5 truth; we ſhould derive from it an inſtruction, 
an admonition, an awakening charge to ſepa- 


rate the poſſeſſions of Time from thoſe of 
Eternity. Thus our ſouls would be diverted 


from their uſual purſuits, and releaſed from 


their uſual dependences ; we ſhould act under 
the beſt moral light, and fall into thoſe ſen- 


timents, and admit thoſe paſſions which 
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as to their objects and degrees would ſtand 
the teſt of it. God and his rewards would 
then become all. in all to us, and through 
holy Hope we ſhould know that peace * 
the world cannot give. 


And ſurely Reaſon points us to this haven 


| whenever we think on the wrecks of Death, 
on the generations of men gathered to their 
fathers, on the turf-raiſed graves of the poor, 


on the ſtately monuments and mauſoleums of 


the rich and powerful ;—whenever we think 
that the rich and the poor, the powerful and 

the weak, the learned and the ignorant, the 
child of ethereal genius and the ſenſeleſs ideot, 
the unnoticed and the man of moſt renown in 

his day, muſt all alike tread the one yo I 
which leads to the grave. 


And is there not enough, O mortal men, 
in this view of our univerſal deſtination, to 
impreſs us with ſuch conceptions of this life 


as ſhould releaſe us from its chains, force 
upon us the moſt lively ſenſe of its vanity, 
and compel us ſo far to aſſert the dignity of 


our nature, as to govern it by the exacteſt 


principles of reaſon, and exalt it with the 


n obleſt 


_— 4 
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nobleſt graces, aims, and aſpirations which 


can ariſe from Religion ? 
When fo many avenues, which lead to the 


valley of Death, continually preſent it to our 
reaſon, our imagination, and our paſſions, we 
muſt be dead ourſelves in fin not to fly from 
its horrors into His protection and ſervice who 
holds the keys of hell and death, and hath 
brought life and immortality to light. 
Whether we conſider the human body 
itſelf, either in its internal or external perils, 
what do we ſee, feel, and imagine, but a de- 
licate machine ſo fearfully conſtructed, as to 
yield us no ground of confidence in ſetting 
death at defiance (otherwiſe than by a life of 
virtue) for one day, one hour, one moment. 
Ihe ſtrength and beauty of youth, alas! 
will ye confide in them? no, ye have too 
often ſeen that in them there is little ſecurity 
againſt the inroads of Death :—his emiſſaries, 
the fever and conſumption, here ſo continually 
| ſpread their havock, that being weak, even 
in this our ſtrongeſt quarter, we are patheti- 
cally admoniſhed to conſider ee ſo uncer- 


tain as the continuance of lie. 0 
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ES 
That it is ſo often prolonged by modeſt 
temperance, manly activity, and d well- regulated 
paſſion, as to encourage us in cultivating theſe 
promiſing means of health, is nevertheleſs no 
reaſon that we ſhould be confident in the hopes 
of enjoying this effect of them; a thouſand 
accidents may break this glaſs which we have 
made ſo ſtrong, pure, and apt for laſting. _ 
Review a few years paſt, and all Europe 
was rejoicing beneath the healing wings of 
Peace; but how is the ſcene changed at this 
time! and what, think ye, is the ſituation of 
_ thoſe countries where War rages with all his 
horrors? I ſpeak not of the ravaged fields 
and villages, of the mighty carcaſſes of once 
flouriſhing cities, but would refer your thoughts 
to the thouſands and teris of thouſands of both 
- ſexes that are now blerided with the duſt in 
conſequence of this unforeſeen nee. the 5 
work of human will and depravity. 

Death too employs the lightnings, the tem- 
peſts, the noxious vapours of nature as his 
inſtruments of deſtruction. Whole cities are 
ſometimes overwhelmed by the fiery volcano, 
or ſhook into ruin (as in our times) by the 
convulſions of the earth; and ſometimes man 
18 


1 = 
is taught the majeſty of God, when he for- 
bids his clouds to drop down fatneſs in the 
kindly ſhower, and commiſſions Famine to 
deſolate the nations; or, changing his form 
of penal viſitation, blackens the heavens, 
blots out the ſun, and pours down on the 
earth the floods that lay waſte its inhabitants 
with their works, ſpreading over wide por- 
tions of it unwholeſome dam ps, and peſti- 

lential vapours. 
Every element, of which this our terreſ- 
tial habitation is compacted, is occaſionally 
employed for the deſtruction of its inhabitants. 
No wonder therefore that living here, in the 
migſt of ſuch a life we are in death. 
Our home here, is as a flight tent amidſt 
the whirlwinds of the African deſert ; it can- 
not laſt long at the longeſt, and, it may be 
deſtroyed at a moment before its feeble texture 
would of itſelf have fallen into pieces. 

An inſtance of this cannot but immediately 5 
be preſented to your minds in the great loſs 
which we have recently ſuſtained, by the pre- 
mature death of one, who, what ſhe wanted 
in fulneſs of n ſupplied in the ampleſt 
e abundance 


W |] 
abundance of thoſe ſuperior honours Which 
are the fruits of the moſt eminent virtue. 
Few are the days which are paſt ſince we 
had no reaſon to expect this calamitous blow ! 
her exiſtence then was endeared to her by the 
moſt propitious circumſtances of noble birth, 
affluence, conjugal felicity, promiſing chil- 
dren, a happy houſchold, numerous, affec- 
tionate, and flouriſhing relations and friends, 
an affectionate and admiring neighbourhood, 
i 1 the bleſſings of the poor, an elegant per- 
"fon, bright faculties of underſtanding, the 
moſt amiable temper, the beſt principles and 
habits, and the privilege of reviewing a well- 
ſpent life :—ſuch but a few days ago ſhe was, 
and now, on a ſudden, ſhe has no concern in 
any thing done under the ſun, the is gathered 
to the myriads and myriads of the dead, 
whoſe connexion with this life is diſſolved.— 
smitten ſo ſaddenly by ſach a blow we cannot 
but bewail the dire power of death, we cannot 
but be diſpoſed to own the vanities of this 
world, to think very ſeriouſly upon the more 
awful conditions of human nature, and muſt 
find our ſouls now more than ever ſuſceptible 
of moral and religious impreſſions. No: 
But 


But if ſuch is their ſtate, I know not how 


I can better take advantage of it, and gratify 
at the ſame time our tender veneration of this 
excellent perſon, than by attempting ſuch a 


_ delineation of her exemplary character as my 


ſmall compaſs of time and abilities admits. 


Though it is an eaſy office to expreſs in 
plain words wwe!!-4nown truth, yet where there 
1s, as ſurely there is now, more praiſe-worthy 


matter than I have now the means to lay be- 


fore you, it is difficult to chooſe that portion 
of it, the review of which might be moſt 
5 profitable to ourſelves, and honourable to our 
deccaſed friend. I muſt therefore, I perceive, 
and indeed, alas feel, content myſelf with he, 
noticing, without art and method, the virtues 
of this admirable woman in the order that they 


readily preſent themſelves to my mind. 


However her noble birth might ſtimulate 
her to act nobly, it never excited in her any 
ſentiment of pride; and ſhe was often heard 
to declare, with an inſtructive ſenſibility, 
© that men were to be moſt valued and hon- 
coured for their virtue.” Theſe being her 
ſentiments, we cannot wonder at her frequent 
perſonal attendance on the poor, at the tears 
8 | _ the 


n 

ſhe would often ſhed on their account, and at 
the tears which they now ſhed, I was going 
© lay, on her's. All inferior perſons of de« 
ert, or in diſtreſs, that were known to her, 
and whom ſhe could ſerve or relieve, ever 
found her fo ready to do the one or the other, 
that it was apparent ſhe had the largeſt heart 
of beneficence imaginable. This is alone the 
true nobility; no wonder therefore that her 
in feriors of all deſcriptions, to whom ſhe was 
known, now pay that tribute of ſorrow to 
her memory which throws the richeſt luſtre 
on her life which is paſt, and is the moſt pre- 


” cious pretenſion to felicity i in that which is 
to come. Theſe tears for greatneſs levelled 


with the duſt, and brought to this univerſal 
touchſtone of character, ſurpaſs any other 
form of triumph, embalm the ſoul itſelf for 
ſalvation, and convert the humiliation of 
death into the exaltation of the only genuine 
glory Theſe tears, hint the uſes of ſabor- 
dination as the means of humanizing the mind 
by the graces of beneficence and gratitude. 
But let Chriſtianity ſhare in the praiſes of 
this excellent perſon, ſince her pious parents 
trained her to this high meaſure of virtue by 
impreſſing 


CE 1 

impreſſing her with the beſt habits and prin- 
ciples of religion; yet her very early outſet 
in matrimonial life (in an age like this, with 
the utmoſt charms and means to attract and 
obtain indulgence, and in theſe undomeſtie 
times, if I may ſo expreſs myſelf) could not 
juſtify an intelligent obſerver in expecting from 
her ſuch fruits of a Chriſtian education, as 
muſt now rank her with as bright a female 
character as the pen of a religious paſtor ever 
portrayed i in the ſervice of Religion, 
Conjugal affection, through a long cours 
of years, unchangeable as the courſe of the 
ſun, but never clouded, ſhews a ſweetneſs of 

temper, guarded by candour, good ſenſe, and 
good principles, which demands the higheſt 
| praiſe. On this important grace, more than 
on any other, depends the peace, the good 
order, the virtue, and all the attractions of 
domeſtic life : here then this grace ſhone in 


its utmoſt luſtre, and with all its moſt de- 
bY lightful and ſacred effects. 


Singularly tender as was her heart, apt as 
the might be, and certainly was by nature, to 

err on the fide of indulgence, yet ſhe had ever 
the moſt lively ſenſe and wiſeſt view of her 
maternal dutics, and therefore trained her 


numerous 


FO 1 
numerous children with the moſt firm and 
undiverted attention to their moſt important 
intereſts in this life and the next. 

Vouth here under her ſuperior government 
was continued ſimple and innocent, became 
docile, humble, peaceable, affectionate, up- 
right, and pious; yet here the requiſite diſci- 
pline, never relaxed, was always found com- 
patible with the requiſite indulgence. The 
behaviour here of a very young and numerous 
family was ſuch, as to force the unrelated 

witneſſes of it to regard the maternal con- 
ductor with ſuch blended ſentiments of love, 
eſteem, and admiration, that it was difficult 
to determine which ſentiment was the moſt 
_ prevailing. 
Whbilſt in | her domeſtic conduct, in | every 
reſpect ſhe gave evidence of the beſt under- 
ſtanding, - the beſt principles, and the moſt 
active attention throughout the whole exten- 
five courſe of her duties; yet this ſtrength, 
this ſanctity of mind were diſplayed with ſuch 
a ſerene gentleneſs, ſuch a perpetual eaſe and 
affability that the effect of it was the utmoſt 
imaginable domeſtic order and harmony. She 


would often note "+ pity that pragmatical 
buſtlin 8 


1 
buſtling whoſe cauſe was folly, and | whoſe 
effect was confuſion. 


She had a great and generous foul, full of 5 


poliſhed and kind regards, and capable of 


containing and continuing her attachments to 


many old and diſtant friends; ſhe was the 
moſt affectionate of relations; and to her 


neighbours ſhe was obſervant of all thoſe 
courteous attentions which cement good 
neighbourhood, that when you conſidered her 


domeſtic engagements, you were aſtoniſned at 
the great compaſs of her intellect, and the 


generous largeneſs of her heart. 


She had not a tincture of meanneſs, ad- 
tation, and deceit in her character: her native 
genius and temper ſoared above this practice 
and the neceſſities of it. Her manners be- 
ſpoke in her all the ſimplicity of a good and 
great character. How beautiful then muſt this 

ſimplioity have been, when it was always in 
alliance with ſuch preſence of mind, ſuch 
purity, and benevolence, that calumny and 
contention, indecorum, immodeſty, and ill- 

principle would not, ſuch was her genuine 
| innocence, and dared not, ſuch was her unaſ- 


ſamed dignity, appear before her. 


She 


— 
7 


OM 
2 — 1 


8 1 ” 


— * Was, - = "Bib * = = 
— * . 
wo 3 * — 
— mn — 2 — — 


rr 
* W — 
n K 8 


7 
oy 4 4 
1 
1 
19 
1 
* 
OY 
14 
, 
Fe 
. * 
1 * 1 
$ 
8 
\. 
87) 
15 
Ml 
! 


; and force of mind to ſlide into the impotence 
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She had no vanity to bring herſelf forwards 
in any form, was very well contented to retire 
into herſelf, or was equally at liberty to take 


her ſhare, with the moſt winning frankneſs, 
in the delights of ſocial converſe. She was 
modeſtly attentive to derive inſtruction from 
the moſt important converſation, was ever 
willing to encourage it, and therefore never 
betrayed the dignity and intereſts of her ſex 
by rejecting thoſe opportunities of ſuperior 
improvement and inſtruction which would 
oftener occur, but for the repulſion of petu- 

| lance and folly. The truth of good ſenſe and 
good nature was expreſſed by her voice, 
her language, and her countenance :—her 
countenance was ſo expreſſive of all her fa- 
cCeulties and virtues, that the remembrance of 
it muſt laſt for ever with thoſe that had ever 
| beheld it. It was a tablet, or picture in 
miniature, with all the beſt advantages of 
Nature's delineation, that very clearly pro- 
claimed a conſtant union of benevolence and 
wiſdom, of unparading purity, conſcious rec- 

| titude, and religious cheerfulneſs. 


She had too much firmneſs, 3 
of 


N 19 ÞJ 
of queruloſity and peeviſhneſs; her benevo- 
lende ſtill charmed, ſtill appeared predominant 
over her other affections, even when occa- 
ſionally ſhe might not have ſtrength to exert 
herſelf with her uſual good ſpirits; ſhe was 
averſe to the leaſt familiarity of ill-manners 
with the neareſt relations and friends; and 
| ſhe ſhewed by her conduct, what ſhe would 
| ſometimes avow in words, ** that quarrels of 
« all kinds were as eaſily avoided, as they 
<« were pernicious.” Truly one may ſay of 
| her-40bole life, that as in her tongue, ſo in her 
actions, was the law of kindneſs. 
| She was diſtinguiſhed by all that agreeable- 
aol in perſon, l temper, underſtanding, and ä 
manners which conſiſts in the happieſt mean 


between exceſſes on every fide reſpecting body 
or mind; - you rejoiced in what ſhe was, and 


I cannot conceive an inſtance in which you. 


could wiſh her to be otherwiſe than what ſhe 


was. Her vivacity had no levity, her good | 
{ſenſe no rigour, her activity was conſiſtent 
with compoſure, in her gentleneſs you beheld 
no indolence, and in her tenderneſs no folly. 
Her benevolence ſeemed a habit, and not a 


1 effuſion of good. en; ; and 
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the more ſerious expreſſions of her excellent 
underſtanding ſeemed to flow from her with. 
out the leaſt effort. Such a character without 
doubt muſt have owed much to the giſts of 
nature; yet I cannot impute this moral har. 
mony of parts, this unbroken conſiſtency of 
| good conduct, to any other principle than the 

volt powerful influence of Religion. 

And what I ſhould have conjectured 10 
have been, was, I know, the cauſe Ahe awas 
a moſt confirmed Chriſtian, and as her ſerious 
and punctual obſervance of all outward reli- 
gious ordinances teſtified the internal frame of 
her mind, ſo, it may not be queſtioned, I will 
venture to aſſert, but that, in her ſecret 
thoughts, and in her cloſet, ſhe held that 


dnn e eich Ker God Wiz ib rice 


With all the inſtructions and ardours that 
enabled her to make her ſmall circle of life 
ſo perfect as to merit the eee many 
generations N 
This eulogium, in its juſt kw, and as 
Arten in the hearts of her friends, and not 
in my imperfect attempt to execute it, pre- 
ſuppoſes for ſome time the deepeſt grief in 
thoſe who derived the greateſt pleaſure and 
benefit 


„ 

benefit from her ſociety and virtue; but it 
contains alſo their ampleſt ſource of conſola- 
tion — for if they look to her with the eyes of 
diſintereſted affection, they contemplate her 

as a conqueror arrived at her goal, and adorned 
with the moſt reſplendent and  unperiſhable 
palms of victory. # 
3 If they conſider themſelves i in their relation 10 5 
to her, they cannot but hope that the abundant 
bleſſings of heaven will be ſhowered upon 
them from that relation; they, as long as they 


live, will find in the cheriſhed remembrance of 
| her example a tender and powerful charge to 
4a likewiſe ;—they will find that her uninter- 


| mitted exertions, during her heavenly converſe 
with them, have ſmoothed the way to a re- 
ſembling virtue in themſelves ; and in the 


peoſſeſſion of that virtue they will ſee the 


ground of that re- union with her in heaven, 
the hopes of which will in time more than 
compenſate for the afflictive ſorrow which 


blackens over the preſent day, and ſpreads a 


gloom of ſuch wide extent as will fully excuſe, 5 
in the paſtor and the friend, this feeble attempt 
to delineate the cauſe of it. 
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